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RECENT  TREND  TOWARD  DIVERSIFIED  FARLiING 
"ITT  COl'TKCRi)  COTTON  A?"AZ  Cf~ 


Diversification  of  crops  and  greater  emphasis  on  livestock 
production  has  long  been  urged  as  a  means  of  raising  the  living 
standards  of  the  small  farm  operetcrs  in  southern  cotton  areas  v.'here 
cash  crops  are  practically  the  only  source  of  farm  income.  Diversi- 
fication in  farming  practices  may  be  considered  as  having  further 
significance  in  maintaining  soil  productivity. 

The  dependence  of  the  South  upon  cotton  production  follows 
in  the  history  of  the  cash  crop  economy  of  trie  region.    A  summary 
of  existing  problems  and  a  plea  for  a  change  in  the  agricultural  pat- 
tern which  appeared  in  the  Georgia  Courier  over  a  hundred  years  ago 
gives  such  a  vivid  picture  of  conditions  of  that  period  and  so  ably 
represents  current  attitudes  that  it  is  quoted  here  to  serve  the 
double  purpose  of  describing  characteristics  of  the  Old  3outh  and  to 
suggest  the  importance  of  diversification  in  southern  agriculture. 

"That  we  have  cultivated  cotton,  cotton,  cotton,  and  bought 
everything  else,  has  long  been  cur  opprobrium.     It  is  time 
we  should  be  reused  by  some  means  or  other  to  see,  that 
such  a  course  of  conduct  will  inevitably  terminate  in  owr 
ultimate  poverty  and  ruin  .  .   .  Let  us  go  mere  on  provision 
crops  and  less  on  cotton  because  we  have  had  everything 
about  us  poor  and  impoverished  long  enough  ...  If  we  have 
followed  a  ruinous  policy,  and  bought  all  the  articles  of 
subsistence  instead  of  raising  them,  who  is  to  blame?  For 
what  have  we  not  looked  to  our  Northern  friends?    From  them 

1/  The  term  "diversification"  is  used  hero  in  its  broadest  sense 
to  denote  inclusion  of  food  crops  and  livestock  in  farming 
systems  still  dependent  primarily  on  a  single  orop  for  carh 
income. 
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we  get  not  only  our  clothes,  carriages,  saddles,  hats,  shoes, 
flour,  potatoes,  but  even  our  onions  and  horn  buttons  .   .  « 
Let  us  change  our  policy  ...  Let  our  farmers  make  and  wear 
their  Home spun- -raise  in  greater  plenty  corn  and  wheat,  which 
will  enable  them  to  raise  their  own  hogs,  cattle,  and  horses, 
and  let  those  who  have  capital  and  enterprise,  manufacture  on 
a  more  extensive  scale.     There  is  nothing  to  prevent  us  from 
doing  it.    We  have  good  land,  unlimited  water  power,  capital 
in  plenty,  and  a  patriotism  which  is  running  over  in  some 
places."  2/ 

During  recent  years  several  factors  have  been  undermining 
the  South' s  historic  dependence  upon  cotton  growing.     Between  1930 
and  1935  cotton  cultivation  on  many  of  the  formerly  strictly  cash 

crop  farms  was  supplemented  by  the  cultivation  of  subsistence  crops. 

3/ 

The  shifts  in  cropping    which  have  come  about  during  the  depression 
years  may  not  be  interpreted  as  indices  of  permanent  change,  but  in 
reflecting  trends  of  a  depression  period,  they  may  serve  as  guiding 
posts  in  the  determination  of  Federal  agricultural  policies  not  only 
in  acute  periods  of  distress  but  in  long  range  planning  for  the 
adjustment  of  the  agricultural  and  human  resources  rf  the  South. 

Boll  weevil  infestation  and  competition  for  markets  have 
been  the  basic  causes  of  decline  in  cotton  production  in  the  South- 
east.   The  national  production  has  been  faced  with  increased  compe- 
tition in  world  markets  from  foreign  producers.     Rising  prices  in 
cotton  from  1921  to  1924  resulted  in  an  increase  in  cotton  &ore3.ge 

2/  Editorial,  June  21,  1827:     Tllrich  B.  Phillips,  Documenta ry  Hi s torv 

of  American  Indu s t r ia 1  S 0 ci@iy ,  I,  p.  289. 
5/  The  extent" cf  the  s"hift*  as  determined  here,  is  based  upon  the 

agricultural  censuses  cf  1930  and  193.5.     Certain  local  situations 

may  be  erroneously  represented  but  it  is  felt  that  the  general 

picture  for  the  South  is  valid. 


-2- 


in  all  cotton- growing  countries,  but  the  increase  was  greater  in 
foreign  countries  than  in  the  United  States.    The  decline  in  prices 
which  set  in  in  1925  with  the  sharp  decline  in  1929,  was  followed  by 
extensive  acreage  reductions,  but  the  retraction  was  less  in  foreign 
countries  than  in  the  United  States.  4/   Within  the  United  States,  the 
Southwest,  Texas  and  Oklahoma,  favored  by  a  combination  of  climatic 
factors  and  level  lands  which  provide  little  winter  shelter  for 
hibernating  insects,  lias  been  able  to  combat  the  boll  weevil  effec- 
tively and  has  greatly  expanded  production.  5/    The  level  lands  of 
these  western  cotton  areas  also  make  possible  large-scale  production 
and  lower  production  costs  than  in  the  eastern  areas,  o/ 

The  AAA  crop  reduction  program  released  cotton  acreage , 
upon  which  soil-depleting  crops  were  to  be  substituted  only  if  they 
were  intended  for  heme  consumption,  at  a  tine  when  farmers  were  with- 
out moans  of  securing  crop  loans  upon  which  they  were  dependent  for 
subsistence.    The  substitution  of  legumes,  cereals,  potatoes,  and 
other  truck  crops  and  the  grazing  of  cattle  a.v1  swine  on  the  acreage 
released  from  cotton  production  have  cerved  to  provide  food  for  many 
families  who  had  previously  been  dependent  upon  a  cash  ir.ccno  for 
the  purchase  of  food  supplies.    The  diT  jrsif i ftat&M  of  crops  on  the 
small  farms  of  the  Pouth  *onds  to.vard  su^sl.-te.-.ce  f.  -.t.c.-.j-  .-i.*.^  the 

4/  V5T"  '  "  lT  vO^pn^^ttuaticiCi  ?»rt  1,  Foreign  Odttcaa  Free*. action, 
U,  S,  De^-ax  cmon-c  of  Agriculture,  1956 j  p.  5, 

5_/  Walter  M,  Riggs,  Import  of  the Sojith  Carolina  i^oll  •Yeovil  Commis- 
sion, 1915,  Reprinted  1921,  Senate  Foe.  76,  6tth  Congress,  1st 
Sesr,  ion. 

6/  Low  production  costs  both  in  acre  and  bale  noted  for  years  other 
than  drought  years,  in  Crops  and  Markots,  Vol.  10,  No.  6,  p.  227; 
Vol.  12,  No.  2,  p.  2. 


size  of  farms  and  farming  techniques  limits  the  farming  operations 
which  supplement  cotton  cultivation,  l/ 

The  follomng  discussion  is  predicated  upon  data  for  se- 
lected production  items.     It  is  felt  that  the  increase  in  production 
of  these  crops  is  representative  of  the  increase  in  the  cultivation 
of  subsistence  crops  in  the  cotton  areas.     It  is  inferred  that  a 
farm  family  owning  one  or  more  cows  will  obtain  the  milk  supply  from 
that  source,  that  a  single  porker  will  contribute  to  the  family  meat 
supply,  and  that  the  field  crops  will  contribute  to  the  food  supply. 
In  the  light  of  this  interpretation,  the  extent  of  the  shift  to  sub- 
sistence farming  may  bo  observed  in  the  series  of  maps,  Plate  I  (page 
5),  which  show  by  counties  the  change  in  number  of  farms  reporting 
sweet  potatoes,  corn,  cattle.,  and  swine,  between  1930  and  1935.  8/ 

The  increase  in  diversified  farming  practices  as  represented 
in  the  maps  for  selected  crops  is  most  pronounced  in  the  Delta  Region.  9/ 

Tf  Even  though  the  crops  replacing  cotton  may  be  grown  for  commercial 
markets  the  fact  that  a  portion  of  them  contributes  to  the  family 
living  is  sufficient  to  warrant  the  use  of  the  terms  "subsistence" 
and  "self-sufficing". 

&/  15th  Census  of  the  United  States,  1930,  and  IT.  S.  Ccnsu^of  Agricul- 
culture,.  1935.    The ■  computations  were  made  on  the  basis"  of  the  change 
per  thousand  f&ians  to  eliminate  the  factor  of  change  in  number  of  farms 

9/  The  increase  is  over-represented  to  an  undetermined  but  probably  small 
degree  in  this  and  ether  tenancy  areas  where  many  croppers  were  shift- 
ed down-scale  into  the  day  labor  class.     Reduction  in  the  number  of 
farms  resulting  from  the  incorporation  of  cropper  farms  with  other  ; 
farms  which  may  have  reported  subsistence  crops  in  1930  causes  the  I 
percentage  figure  to  over- emphasize  the  increase  in 'the  proportion 
of  farms  on  which  the  crops  were  introduced. 
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PLATE  I 


I 


Each  of  the  Delta  counties  reported  an  increase  in  farms  reporting 
sweet  potatoes,  and  the  percentage  of  farms  reporting  was  raised 
from  13.7  in  1329  to  49.3  in  1934.    The  number  of  farms  growing 
this  crop  increased  4277,8  percont  in  Tunica  County,  Mississippi; 
2182.6  in  Sharkey  County,  Mississippi;  1792,£  in  West  Carroll  County, 
Louisiana;  and  1692,3  in  Tensas  Count;/,  Louisiana,   (See  Table  1). 
Increases  for  farms  reporting  cattle  and  swine  are  general  and  the 
percentage  reporting  was  raised  from  34.6  percent  in  1930  to  55,2 
percent  in  1935  for  cattle,  and  from  46 „4  percent  to  69.1  percent 
for  swine.     Corn,  the  one  selected  production  item  which  is  an  im- 
portant cash  crop  as  well  as  food  and  food  crop,  was  reported  on 
54.6  percent  of  the  Delta  farms  in  1929  ar.i  on  89.5  percent  in  1934. 
Approximately  half  of  the  Delta  farms  reported  sweet  potatoes  and 
only  slightly  more  than  half  reported  cattle  and  swine  in  1935.  Sub- 
sistence crops  are  as  yet  to  be  introduced  on  a  maior  portion  of  the 
farms . 

Generally  throughout  the  entire  cotton  region,  the  number 
wf  farms  growing  sweet  potatoes  increased  more  than  25  percent  be- 
tween 1929  and  1934,    Extraordinary  percentage  increases  for  corn 
are  found  only  in  the  previously  strictly  cash  crop  cotton  aroa  of 
the  Delta,    A  much  smaller  number  «f  farms  reported  corn  in  1934  than 
in  1929  in  western  To.xas  and  Oklahoma  where  corn  ia  an  occasional 
crop  and  where  the  drought  was  especially  severe  in  1934,  .Because 
tho  decreases  in  this  aroa  rosult  from  natural  climatic  hazards  rather 
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than  from  economic  factors,  the  area,  has  been  omitted  from  the 
graphic  presentation. 

Tor  the  entire  South  the  increases  in  number  of  farm 
families  reporting  cattle  are  greatest  in  the  Delta  area,  the 
Red  River  Cotton  area,  the  Georgia  Coastal  Plains  cotton  and 
tobacco  section,  and  in  the  Tidewater  and  Coastal  Plains  region 
of  North  and  South  Carolina  where  cotton,  tobacco,  and  general 
truck  constitute  the  usual  crops.     The  percentage  of  farms  re- 
porting hogs  in  1930  was  comparatively  high.     County  increases 
are  general  in  the  five  years  193C-1935,  and  the  areas  of  great- 
est proportional  increases  are  the  cotton  areas  of  the  Pelt;*, 
Red  River,  and  northern  Alabama. 

For  the  rural  families  who  nre  subject  to  the  crop  re- 
duction programs  or  who  are  voluntarily  attempting  to  supplement 
depleted  incomes  and  relief  funds  through  the  growing  of  food 
crops,   the  emphasis  upon  diversification  of  crops  is  breaking  down 
the  traditions  of  the  cash  crop  economy.    The  farm  operators  who 
are  farming  as  a  temporary  expedient  until  industrial  opportunities 
open  up  will  probably  follow  the  self-sufficing  farming  techniques 
as  long  as  they  remain  on  the  land.     The  farm  families  who  remain 
on  farms  voluntarily  are  receiving  training  in  farm  techniques 
which  cannot  be  discarded  at  least  until  cash  i  nd  credit  resources 
are  expandod. 
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For  the  present  it  appears  that  diversification  in  the  direction 
of  subsistence  and  self-sufficing  farming  will  bo  continued.  An 
increase  in -the  crops  grown  for  home  use,  however,  has  been  and 
will  bo  of  no  great  advantage  to  farmers  who  are  making  an  effort 
to.. maintain' themselves  upon  farms  but  whoso  incomes  are  far  below 
the  level  where  a  supplemental  income  from  a  family-produced  food 
supply  is  sufficient  for  family  neods.    A  real  solution  for  the 
economic  problems  of  the  rural  South  depends  upon  fundamental  land 
use  arid  population  adjustments. 
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